Funding Infrastructure:

Trends, Needs, Challenges and Tools

Introduction

In Chapter 2, we described the status of state infrastructure
and in many cases were able to capture in fscal terms
the size of the backlog that currently exists, even without
consideration of climate change or the needs for new
infrastructure given demographic trends, technological
changes and the desire to maintain California as an
attractive and vibrant economy. The multi-billion-
dollar need across infrastructure sectors for deferred
maintenance, ongoing operation and maintenance (O&M)
and new investment is not a unique California story,
however, but one that is a shared challenge across the
nation[2,257-264]_

ver the past two decades, progress
on infrastructure planning and investment has
been made, but there is widespread consensus
that spending has been insuffcient. (Photo: State
Capitol workers; John Chacon, DWR, used with
permission)
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Paying it Forward: The Path Toward Climate-Safe Infrastructure in California

For decades, California lawmakers and infrastructure

experts have recognized the importance of state

infrastructure for its economy and the health and well-

being of its residents (Appendix 12). As recently as June

2018, in recognition of the nationwide Infrastructure

Week, California Senate Concurrent Resolution 136!

noted, among other things, that:

= “Decades of underfunding and deferred maintenance
have pushed infrastructure across the state to the
brink of crisis, with preventable failures occurring in
some communities that impose fnancial costs to the
public and government;

= ..California risks compromising its competitive
advantage by failing to adequately invest in its
infrastructure;

= ..California’s failure to invest in infrastructure systems
is more than a drag on the economy, it can be harmful
to health and safety, even though most tragedies
resulting from infrastructure failures are preventable
with adequate investment;

= ..Every dollar invested in infrastructure generates in
excess of $2 in economic output and jobs; and

= ... now, therefore, be it resolved, that despite fscal
challenges, it is important for the Legislature to
dedicate suffcient resources to transportation,
infrastructure and green investments in our
community” (Figure 8.1).

This call to action to make the necessary investments in
the future comes amidst and despite the fact that over
the course of every legislative session, tens of bills are
introduced into the Legislature, and over the past two
decades, incremental progress on infrastructure planning
and fnancing has indeed been made. And yet, there is
widespread consensus — from the ASCE to members of

1 The full text of SCR136: http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.
xhtmlI?bill_id=201720180SCR136.
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http://resources.ca.gov/docs/climate/ab2800/AB2800_Chapter2_FINAL.pdf
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SCR136
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SCR136
http://resources.ca.gov/docs/climate/ab2800/Appendix12_Milestones_FINAL.pdf
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